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Thank you and good morning. My name is Derek Folan and I am the Superintendent of the
Canton Public Schools. On behalf of the Town of Canton, our School Committee, and our entire
District, it’s such an honor to be here today for your consideration and support around a new or
renovated Galvin Middle School.

We thoroughly enjoyed the MSBA visit in the fall, and we hope you left with a deep
understanding that Canton is an amazing, passionate and supportive town and the school
system is a point of pride and the centerpiece of the community. We also hope that you learned
that we have a forward-thinking, transformational and innovative educational vision for our
students and student achievement, especially those at Galvin Middle School.

As we all know, the school facility sets the stage for the learning environment, the culture and
the ability to implement best practices for students and staff. The Galvin Middle School has
space and infrastructure issues -- as evidenced by two water main breaks in the fall -- and it is
configured in a way that does not allow for full implementation of our educational vision.

A new or renovated Galvin Middle School will enable us to fulfill these goals, and -- like any new
project -- it will amplify and energize our entire school community. This Statement of Interest
was born out of a comprehensive Building Study, and it has the support of our town. We are
poised for this Galvin Middle School project both educationally and financially and from a
community support lens.

I want to conclude with a sincere thank you to Representative Bill Galvin and Senator Timilty for
their unwavering support on behalf of our school community, a thank you to our School
Committee, Town of Canton and town officials, and CPS administrative leadership for the hours
of work on this project. And a special thank you to Interim Assistant Superintendent Sarah
Shannon who was the lead author of the GMS Statement Of Interest.

As a community, we are extremely grateful for all of the collaboration with the MSBA and the
consideration for this project, and we are extremely excited for a new era and an updated
building in the Canton Public Schools District. Thank you.


